Wild Run
Fundraising Guide
Thank You for Supporting Wildlife Conservation
The funds you raise for the 2021 Wild Run will support the Calgary Zoo’s Vancouver
Island marmot breeding and reintroduction program. This guide will give you a
place to start and key points to talk about our conservation work.

The Calgary Zoo
The Calgary Zoo is a globally recognized
conservation organization that guides,
innovates, and applies scientific solutions to
restore some of the world’s most endangered
species. Locally and globally we take action in
the wild every day to yield powerful benefits for
nature and for people. We are a not-for-profit
charitable conservation organization that works
to fight extinction of plants and animals
worldwide.

The Conservation Challenge
•The current rate of species extinction is
estimated to be 100 to 1000 times the
natural rate.
•Canada is home to 171 species at-risk
of extinction listed on the IUCN Red List.
•Of the 130 species who call the Calgary
Zoo home, 36 are at risk of extinction,
nationally or globally.

Why Should I care?
Species are interconnected and play
important roles in their ecosystems.
We depend on healthy ecosystems for
the food, fresh water, medicine and raw
materials we need to survive.
Ecosystems and the species within them
also regulate climate, air quality, and
water. Certain species provide essential
services, like pollination and nutrient
cycling. We have a responsibility to
balance our needs with those of other
species. Today the primary threats to
wildlife are the result of human actions.
Our Conservation Work
•In 2003, there were only about 30 Vancouver Island
marmots left in the wild.
•Our breeding and reintroduction efforts have
contributed to preventing the extinction of this
species as they still face threats from predation and
climate change.
•We are piloting a supplemental feeding program.
Providing the marmots with extra food in the fall
improves their body composition before hibernation
which should increase overwinter survival and
reproduction rates.

The Road to Recovery
The Calgary Zoo is working with the Marmot Recovery Foundation, which releases
marmots born at the Calgary Zoo on Vancouver Island. Through our conservation
research, we found that a stepping stone approach - the practice releasing the
marmots at a high survival location for one year before they are introduced to their
final home increases the survival of marmots in the wild.

Putting your Support to Work

Vancouver Island marmots are endemic to Canada and only found on Vancouver
Island. Your contributions help preserve this species for future generations.

$15 pays for SD cards for the remote
access cameras which monitor the
marmots in their natural habitat.

$50 buys 5 PIT (Passive Integrated
Radio Tags) to track the marmots after
they have been released back into the
wild.

$200 can supply our researchers
with portable scales to monitor the
health of the marmots in the wild.

$400 pays for binoculars, which allow
researchers to observe the Vancouver
Island marmots from a distance.

$750 buys a remote camera to
monitor the marmots and their
potential offspring in the wild.

Fundraising Tips
•Create a profile page with Run Calgary
•Share Run Calgary’s social media posts – let your friends and family
know you are raising funds to save these amazing creatures
•Set a goal and challenge other participants to a friendly competition
•Sell some sweet treats - Bake sale, lemonade stand
•Garage sale –declutter for a good cause
•Very simply – Ask. People will surprise you.
•Don’t forget to thank your supporters. A little thank you note after the run
will go a long way, especially if you plan to ask again next year.
•Lastly but most important – HAVE FUN!

Double Your Impact!
Many organizations will match their employee’s giving. A few that we know of are:
Cenovus, Shaw Communications, Sun Life Financial, Suncor, Royal Bank, Bell
Canada, TransCanada, Aviva, Bayer Canada Inc., and KPMG LLP.
Don't forget to ask!
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